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Three Dimensions of Sustainable Development

• Sustainable development has been defined as development that meets
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.

• For sustainable development to be achieved, it is crucial to harmonize
three core elements: economic growth, social inclusion and
environmental protection.
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17 Goals to Transform Our World

In 2015, countries adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17
Sustainable Development Goals. In 2016, the Paris Agreement on climate change entered
into force, addressing the need to limit the rise of global temperatures. Read more about
what businesses, governments, and people like you are doing to achieve the Goals!
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The Sustainable Development Agenda

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development —
adopted by world leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN
Summit — officially came into force. Over the next fifteen years,
with these new Goals that universally apply to all, countries will
mobilize efforts to end all forms of poverty, fight inequalities and
tackle climate change, while ensuring that no one is left behind.

The SDGs build on the success of the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) and aim to go further to end all forms of poverty.
The new Goals are unique in that they call for action by all
countries, poor, rich and middle-income to promote prosperity
while protecting the planet. They recognize that ending poverty
must go hand-in-hand with strategies that build economic
growth and addresses a range of social needs including
education, health, social protection, and job opportunities, while
tackling climate change and environmental protection.

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/summit/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
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Another Way to Look at SDGs – The Five Ps
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Sustainable Development Summit 2015
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Sustainable Development Summit 2015
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SDGs: Universal

First, and most
important, these
Goals apply to every
nation … and every
sector. Cities,
businesses, schools,
organizations, all are
challenged to act.
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SDGs: Indivisible

Second, it is
recognized that the
Goals are all inter-
connected, in a
system. We cannot
aim to achieve just
one Goal. We must
achieve them all.
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SDGs: Transformative

And finally, it is
widely recognized
that achieving these
Goals involves
making very big,
fundamental changes
in how we live on
Earth
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#1: End 
poverty in all 
its forms 
everywhere



PULCHRA 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant
agreement No 824466

No poverty (Goal 1)

Goal 1—No poverty: End poverty in all its forms everywhere. The
hope for this goal is to eliminate extreme poverty by 2030 (defined
by people living under $1.25/day) and to reduce the number of
men, women, and children living in poverty by at least half. It also
strives to implement social protections and measures for all
people, including increasing and ensuring equal economic and
social access for all people and reducing the vulnerability of the
poor to situations such as climate-related events and other shocks
and disasters.
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#2: End hunger, 
achieve food security 
and improved 
nutrition and 
promote sustainable 
agriculture
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Zero hunger (Goal 2)

Goal 2—Zero hunger: End hunger, achieve food security and
improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture. This goal
strives to end hunger and ensure access to safe and nutritious food
for all people all year round by the year 2030. It also strives to end
malnutrition, particularly for children under the age of five,
adolescent girls, pregnant women, and older persons. It hopes to
double the agriculture and incomes for small-scale
farmers/producers, ensure sustainable and resilient food
production systems, and maintain genetic diversity in seeds, plants,
and animals.
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#3: Ensure 
healthy lives 
and promote 
well-being for 
all at all ages
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Good health and well-being (Goal 3)

Goal 3—Good health and well-being: Ensure healthy lives and promote
well-being for all at all ages. Through this goal, the hope is to
significantly reduce the maternal mortality rate, end preventable deaths
for newborns and children under five years of age, and end the disease
epidemics for AIDs, malaria, tuberculosis, tropical diseases, hepatitis,
water-borne diseases, and other communicable diseases. It also strives
to reduce premature mortality from communicable diseases, strengthen
prevention and treatment of substance abuse, and halve the number of
deaths and injuries from traffic accidents. This goal also focuses on
promoting global access to sexual and reproductive health services,
achieving universal health coverage, and reducing the number of deaths
from hazardous chemicals in air, water, and soil.
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#4: Ensure inclusive 
and quality 

education for all 
and promote 

lifelong learning
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Quality education (Goal 4)

Goal 4—Quality education: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. The first
target of this goal is to ensure that all children complete free, equitable,
and quality primary and secondary education. This goal also focuses on
ensuring that all children have access to quality early childhood
education and care, ensuring access affordable vocational training
(including university) for all people, and increasing the number of youth
and adults who have relevant skills for employment. The goal also
strives to eliminate gender disparity in education, as well as a significant
portion of illiteracy in youth and adults. It also hopes to ensure that all
learners acquire knowledge and skills to promote sustainable
development and to build education facilities that are safe and sensitive
to all needs, including disabilities.
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#5: Achieve 
gender equality 
and empower 
women and girls



PULCHRA 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant
agreement No 824466

Gender equality (Goal 5)

Goal 5—Gender equality: Achieve gender equality and empower all
women and girls. This goal will work to end global discrimination of
women and girls, end all forms of violence against women and girls,
and eliminate harmful practices against women and girls such as
childhood marriage and female genital mutilation. It also strives to
provide services for those doing unpaid care and domestic work,
ensure full and effective participation of women at all political,
economic, and public levels of decision-making, and ensure
universal access to sexual and reproductive healthcare.
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#6: Ensure access 
to water and 
sanitation for all
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Clean water and sanitation (Goal 6)

Goal 6—Clean water and sanitation: Ensure availability and
sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. This goal
hopes to provide equal access to safe and affordable drinking water
for all people, as well as achieving adequate sanitation and hygiene
for all. It strives to improve water quality through the reduction of
pollution and increase water-use efficiency. Through this goal, they
also hope to implement water resource management and increase
the protection and restoration of water-related ecosystems.
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#7: Ensure access to 
affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and 
modern energy for 
all
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Affordable and clean energy (Goal 7)

Goal 7—Affordable and clean energy: Ensure access to affordable,
reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. This goal strives to
ensure that all people have access to affordable, reliable, modern
energy source and increase the share of renewable energy
resources. It also hopes to double the rate of improvement in
energy efficiency through the enhancement of international
cooperation in access to clean energy research and technology and
through the expansion of infrastructure and technology.
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#8: Promote 
inclusive and 
sustainable 
economic growth, 
employment and 
decent work for all
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Decent work and economic growth (Goal 8)

Goal 8—Decent work and economic growth: Promote sustained, inclusive and
sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work
for all. This goal focuses on sustaining per capita economic growth and growing
gross domestic product in the least developed countries. It also strives to help
countries achieve higher levels of economic productivity through diversity,
technological upgrades, and more, as well as promoting development-oriented
policies to support productive activities, decent job creation, entrepreneurship,
creativity, and innovation. They also want to improve global resource efficiency in
consumption and production, achieve full and productive employment and
decent work for all, and reduce the number of youth not in employment,
education, or training. Through this goal, they also hope to eradicate forced labor,
modern slavery, and human trafficking, as well as promote safe and secure work
environments, protect labor rights, promote sustainable tourism, and strengthen
the capacity of domestic financial institutions.
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#9: Build resilient 
infrastructure, 
promote sustainable 
industrialization and 
foster innovation
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Industry, innovation and infrastructure (Goal 9)

Goal 9—Industry, innovation and infrastructure: Build resilient
infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization
and foster innovation. This goal strives to increase and improve
infrastructure to support economic development and human well-
being, as well as promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization.
The goal focuses on increasing access to financial services for small-
scale industrial enterprises, increasing use of clean technology and
industrial processes, and increasing research, upgraded
technologies, and innovation.
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#10: Reduce 
inequality within 
and among 
countries
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Reduced Inequalities (Goal 10)

Goal 10—Reduced inequalities: Reduce inequality in and among
countries. This goal focuses on increasing and sustaining income
growth of the bottom 40 percent of the population, as well as
promoting global inclusion, ensuring equal opportunities and
reducing inequalities in legislation and policies, and adopting
policies that will promote equality and social protection. The goal
also wants to improve regulation of and strengthen global financial
markets, increase representation of developing countries in global
decision-making processes, and facilitate migration and mobility of
people that is safe, orderly, and responsible.
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#11: Make cities 
inclusive, safe, 
resilient and 
sustainable
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Sustainable Cities and Communities (Goal 11)

Goal 11—Sustainable cities and communities: Make cities and
human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. The
target areas of this goal strive to provide access to safe and
affordable housing for all, access to safe and affordable
transportation for all, and inclusive and sustainable urbanization,
planning, and management. It also hopes to achieve strengthened
efforts in protecting cultural and natural heritage, reduction in the
number of deaths and economic losses related to disaster, and
reduction in the adverse environmental impact on cities from air
quality and waste management. It also hopes to provide global
access to safe and inclusive green spaces.
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#12: Ensure 
sustainable 
consumption and 
production 
patterns
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Responsible consumption and production (Goal 12)

Goal 12—Responsible consumption and production: Ensure
sustainable consumption and production patterns. This goal includes
the implementation of a 10-year framework for sustainable
consumption and production and hopes to achieve sustainable
management of natural resources. It also strives to reduce global
food waste by half, achieve environmentally sound management of
chemicals and wastes, reduce waste overall, and encourage
companies to adopt sustainable practices. This goal will also
promote sustainable procurement practices and work to increase
information and awareness on sustainable development and
lifestyles.



PULCHRA 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant
agreement No 824466

#13: Take urgent 
action to combat 
climate change 
and its impacts*
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Climate change (Goal 13)

Goal 13—Climate change: Take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts. This goal strives to strengthen the capacity
to deal with climate-related hazards and natural disasters, in
addition to integrating climate change measures into national
policies and improving education and awareness surrounding
climate change and its impact.
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#14: Conserve 
and sustainably 
use the oceans, 
seas and marine 
resources
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Life below water (Goal 14)

Goal 14—Life below water: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans,
seas and marine resources for sustainable development. The targets
of this goal focus on preventing and reducing marine pollution,
managing and protecting marine and coastal ecosystems, and
minimizing the effects of ocean acidification. It also strives to
regulate harvesting and end overfishing, as well as conserve at least
10 percent of marine and coastal areas by 2020 and prohibit certain
types of fisheries from overfishing and overcapacity. Finally, it hopes
to increase the economic benefits to Small Island developing States
and other developing countries through sustainable use of marine
resources.



PULCHRA 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant
agreement No 824466

#15: Sustainably 
manage forests, combat 
desertification, halt and 
reverse land 
degradation, 
halt biodiversity loss
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Life on land (Goal 15)

Goal 15—Life on land: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt
biodiversity loss. This goal focuses on ensuring conservation and
restoration of terrestrial ecosystems, including promoting the
implementation of sustainable management of forests, combating
desertification, and ensuring the conservation of mountain ecosystems.
It will also work to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, promote
fair sharing of genetic resources, end poaching and trafficking of
protected species, and prevent the introduction and negative impact of
alien species on various ecosystems. It also hopes to promote the
integration of ecosystem and biodiversity values into planning and
development processes.
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#16: Promote 
just, peaceful 
and inclusive 
societies
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Peace, justice, and strong institutions (Goal 16)

Goal 16—Peace, justice, and strong institutions: Promote peaceful and
inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for
all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all
levels. This goals purpose is to reduce all forms of violence and violent
deaths, end abuse, trafficking, and exploitation of children, and promote
rule of law at all levels to ensure access to justice. Included in this goal is
the reduction of illegal financial and arms flow, the reduction of corruption
and bribery, and the development of accountable and transparent
institutions. Additionally, this goal strives to ensure responsive, inclusive,
and participatory decision-making at all levels, broaden the participation of
countries in global governance, provide legal identity and birth registration
for all people, and ensure public access to information and the protection
of fundamental freedoms.
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#17: Revitalize 
the global 

partnership for 
sustainable 

development
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Partnership for the goals (Goal 17)

Goal 17—Partnership for the goals: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global
partnership for sustainable development. This goal targets the specific areas of finance, technology,
capacity-building, trade, and systemic issues. In the area of finance, this goal plans to work towards
strengthening domestic resource mobilization, fully implementing development assistance
commitments in developing countries, and increasing financial assistance and access for developing
countries. For technology, the goal strives to enhance regional and international cooperation and
access to science, technology, and innovation, as well as promote environmentally sound
technologies, and fully implement mechanisms to improve technology and capacity-building in the
areas of science, technology, and innovation. The capacity-building target focuses on enhancing
international support for capacity-building in developing countries. Around trade, this goal works to
promote a universal, inclusive trade system through the World Trade Organization, increase exports of
developing countries, and implement duty-free/quota-free market access for developing countries.
The targets for systemic issues, also known as policy and institutional coherence, focus on enhancing
global macroeconomic stability, enhancing policy coherence, respecting individual countries’
leadership and policies, enhancing global partnership in sustainable development, promoting effective
partnerships between public, private-public, and civil society, enhancing support for capacity-building
in developing countries, and build on initiatives to development measurements of sustainable
development.
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Resources

• Transforming Our World:
The 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable
Development

• Available in all UN 
official languages

United Nations DPI

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
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